
  

Message from the 
Principal 
Dear parents and carers 
 
I write to you all very excited for the half term ahead.  I am sure 
you will agree that the first half term back to school was very 
busy for everyone and we certainly have much to be very proud 
of. 
 
We have decided to move newsletters to half termly in order to 
communicate more effectively what is happening within our 
school. 
 
I have been particularly pleased with the following over the last 
half term. 
 

 Students attendance has continued to improve and 
many students now have very high levels of attendance 
to school 

 Year 11 student leaders supported Black History 
Month, leading assemblies for all of our Year Groups 

 Year 7 students have settled so well into our school 
 We have returned to students moving around the 

school between lessons, a much more “normal” feel to 
being a secondary school student 

 The quality of student exercise books is very strong 
 We have a significant number of extra-curricular 

activities running within the school. 
 
Please do encourage your child to take part in these extra-
curricular activities, these form an important part of being a 
student in secondary school. 
 
The following half term will see our Year 11 students begin their 
mock examinations, getting ready for GCSEs next summer and 
we are so excited to see the return of more normalised school 
trips taking place. 
 
I look forward to working with you over the half term ahead.  
 
Thomas Raymond 
Principal
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Oasis Academy Arena Students attend 
American football, Stepping Stones, 
other exciting after school clubs 
We’ve had a lot of exciting after school clubs this half term and many students have attended! There has been a huge 
turn out at the various Football clubs that Reaching Higher have been running for both key stages. The American 
Football club has started a new wave of enthusiasm for this sport and many students are playing at lunch time to 
practice. Alongside this, the Anime film club has come back by popular demand this year and the computer room 
where it is held is almost full each week! 

Our Stepping Stones project has started up successfully, with Ross from Crystal Palace for Life Foundation running 
small group workshops on how to transition well from primary to secondary school. Alongside the small group 
workshops that are being run weekly, next half term we are starting up a Year 10 Peer Mentoring project. Our year 10 
mentors have written letters of application and have been carefully selected by their Head of Year. The year 10 
mentors have undergone training at Crystal Palace stadium and have some exciting ideas they are going to be 
launching next half term. The year 10s will be mentoring the year 7 students on a weekly basis during tutor time and 
they are brimming with enthusiasm to get started. 

Reaching Higher ran hugely popular programmes from our school over the summer holidays, and they ran them again 
this half term! There will be endless amounts of inflatables, fun and sweets and all for free. Head over to their 

Facebook page for more information. 
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Independent Learning at Oasis Academy 
Arena  
Independent learning tasks are an integral part of a student’s learning opportunity at Oasis Academy Arena. 
Independent learning tasks should be set in accordance with the Independent Learning Timetable.  The academy seeks 
to develop increasingly independent learners who take responsibility for their learning and these tasks make an 
important contribution to this process.  

All students will be set independent learning tasks that are challenging and relevant to their learning needs with an 
emphasis on the development of valuable learning and thinking skills.  

Staff will set meaningful independent learning tasks, on the whole, using ‘Microsoft Teams’ as outlined below and will 
outline and teachers will select one piece of independent learning to be marked every half term. Students will be able 
to access their independent learning at home with their iPads. Students are issued with a personal login, which they 
use to access their Teams platform.  

Staff will also set one extended homework piece, which they will 
mark and give feedback to. This will be completed on a separate 
piece of paper and will form part of their assessment for the half 
term. 

The academy library and IT facilities are available to students after 
academy hours and students are advised to speak to their Head of 
Year should they wish to use such facilities. Students should also 
make their subject teacher aware if they are experiencing 
difficulties completing their independent learning. If a student is 
unable to access IT at home to support their independent learning, 
they will need to contact their Head of Year, who will be able to 
organise printed resources with the student’s subject teachers.  

Why we set independent learning:-  

● To improve learning and thinking skills through recap and 
revision 

● To develop good study habits, self-discipline and personal 
organisation 

● To develop reading skills and enhance vocabulary 

● To facilitate and encourage parental involvement 

● To support memory, understanding and the build links between aspects of learning 

 

 

 

Learning Opportunity 



  

 

Stay up to date with us on Facebook @oasisacademyarena and Twitter @Oasisarena 

 

Independent Learning Timetable: 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 
7 

French  

Art 

English 

Geography  

History  

RS  

Music  

 

English 

DT  

Science  

Maths 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 
8 

English  

RS  

 

French  

Art 

Geography  

History 

DT  

Music 

Maths 

Science  

 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 
9 

DT  

English 

Geography  

History  

 

French  

Art  

 

RS  

Music 

Maths 

Science  

 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 
10 

Geography  

English  

 

PE  

Art 

 

Sociology  

Business 

French  

History  

 

Maths  

Science  

 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 
11 

English  

Sociology 

Geography  

 

History 

Food Studies 

 

Business 

PE 

French  

Art 

Drama 

Maths  

Science 

 

N.B. In Year 11, student will also attend intervention from 3pm until 4pm on selected days of the week, currently on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  

Learning Opportunity 
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Students celebrated great GCSE results, 
ready for their next steps 

Last year’s Year 11 students returned to school one final time 
over the summer holiday to collect their GCSE grades. They 
celebrated their achievements and looked forward to their next 
steps after securing some great results. 

A number of students have achieved superb individual results. 

Divine has secured three 9s, an 8, a 7, and a distinction.  She 
will be going on to Langley Park School for Girls to study A-
Levels. Samuel has one 9, three 8s, and three 7s and plans to 
attend College IV at Riddlesdown Collegiate for chemistry, 
biology, and maths.  

Speaking of her results Divine said, “I am so happy with my 
results! Staying sleep deprived was worth it.” 

Thomas Raymond, Principal at Oasis Academy Arena, commented on students’ success saying; “We are thrilled for 
our students who have worked so hard for these results, I am so proud of them for what they have achieved. At Oasis 
Academy Arena we are passionate about giving our students the opportunities that they need to make great progress 
and flourish. 

“Today is also an important testimony and a credit too to our fantastic teachers who are so dedicated to our students, 
enabling them to do their very best.” 

Secondary School Applications for 2022 
As a reminder, the secondary school application deadline for students starting Year 7 in 2022 was October 31. If you 
or someone you know have children in Year 6, please ensure steps are taken to submit the student’s application as 
soon as possible and remember to put down Oasis Academy Arena as an option to secure a place at our school.  
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Black History Month 

Black History Month is an opportunity to understand Black histories, going beyond stories of racism and slavery to 

spotlight Black achievements from all over the world. As part of celebrating Black History Month, the Oasis Arena 

student leadership team designed an assembly which celebrates and highlights black achievements, which their 

fellow peers may be unfamiliar with. During form time, students will be learning about the history of music from 

Calypso to Reggae to Jazz to Rhythm and Blues to Hip-Hop. After school, there will be opportunities for students to 

watch films which have Black Caribbean and/or Black-African leads. Here at Oasis Arena, we hope to raise the profile 

of Black achievements not only during October but also throughout each day. 

 

Resources Available on Safer Schools 
App 

 
We want to invite you to download the Safer Schools App, provided to you through Oasis Community Learning’s insurance 
provider, Zurich Municipal and Ineqe Safeguarding Group. This resource will provide you with information, guidance, and 
support to help you educate and protect the children and young 
people in your care online. You can learn about the risks 
associated with online platforms, how to set privacy and parental 
settings on social media and gaming platforms. If you need to 
block, report, or mute a user, you can use the Online Safety 
Centre within the App. You can also find guidance in the app to 
help you navigate the important issues your child may be facing. 
Whether they are being bullied, struggling with stress, have seen 
something that has upset them online or have lost control of an image – you will be able to access parental advice and 
pathways to support on your App.  

Please contact info@oasisarena.org for more information. 
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