Suggested Yr9 Reading List:

The books in this list have all been enjoyed by many students — read the synopses and
the comments to decide which ones you would like to read:
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The hottest summer of the 20th century and while the adults
shelter indoors, six children venture out on their bikes across the
scorched, deserted countryside. Whilst exploring a dilapidated
and uninhabited farmhouse, 9 year old Michele Amitrano
discovers a secret so momentous, so terrible, that he dare not
tell anyone about it.

“The book turns on its head all notion of what is normal, with the
essence of good and evil explored subtly and with devastating
effect.”

What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does
one become a killer? How does one stop? Until now, there has
not been a first-person account from someone who came
through this hell and survived. Ishmael Beah tells a riveting
story: how at age twelve in Sierra Leone, he fled attacking
rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by
violence.

“This is a stark, but beautiful narrative”

'Listen, Pete ..." said Nicole 'you know that funfair, up at the
recreation ground...| thought we could all meet up ...you know,
for old times' sake." But, where there are old times there are old
tensions. And as secrets, bitterness and jealousies resurface,
five old friends are plunged into the worst night of their lives_.."

‘dark, tense and gripping”

Hanney returns from a long stay in South Africa to his flat in
London. One night he meets an American who appears to know
of an anarchist plot to destabilise Europe, and claims to be in
fear for his life. Hannay lets the American hide in his flat, and
returns later to find that another man has been found shot dead
in the same building, apparently a suicide. Four days later
Hannay finds the American stabbed to death. ..

“a fast-moving and exciting yarn”




Destined for greatness. .. tormented by demons. VIl is the story

of Hal: a young, handsome, gifted warrior, who believes he has

been chosen to lead his people. But he is plagued by the ghosts
of his family's violent past and, once he rises to power, he turns
to murder and rapacious cruelty. He is Henry VIII.

“without doubt the best book | have read this year, the most
exciting, the most thoughtful, and one | would recommend
without reservation”

A bus-load of young children is being held hostage by ruthless
hijackers. Miro is the terrorist with no past and no emotions.
Kate is the bus driver, caught up in the nightmare, and Ben is
the General's son who must act as a go-between. A tense
drama with death being the only escape.

Q0080600 () In 1941 Corelli, a young ltalian officer, is posted to Cephalonia.
At first he is ostracised by the locals, but he proves to be
civilised, humorous and a consumate musician. Pelagia is the
doctor's daughter - can their fragile love survive as a war of
bestial savagery gets closer and the lines are drawn between
invader and defender?

MANDOLLY "Hypnotic...a vast tapestry woven in tiny, colourful, intricate
_ detail..”

Ebenezer Scrooge is a mean, miserable, bitter old man with no
friends. One cold Christmas Eve, three ghosts take him on a
scary journey to show him the error of his nasty ways. By
visiting his past, present and future, Scrooge learns to love
Christmas and the people all around him.

G_"}{.ﬁ“ms “This book is an all time great. | really enjoyed reading it even
_’{lﬁxﬁ_ﬂf" though | already knew the story. Dickens really captures the
e N spirit of Christmas which is to give and be happy...”
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Everyone knows about Anne Frank and her life hidden in the
secret annex - or do they? Peter van Pels and his family are
locked away in there with the Franks, and Peter sees it all
differently. He's a boy, and for a boy it's just not the same. What
is it like to be forced into hiding with Anne Frank, to hate her and
then find yourself falling in love with her?

‘It was so true to life that | had to keep reminding myself it was a
storyl”

Lucy has her life mapped out for her until she visits Florence.
Her eyes are opened by the unconventional characters she
meets: flamboyant romantic novelist Eleanor Lavish, the
Cockney Signora, curious Mr Emerson and, most of all, his
passionate son George. Will Lucy ever learn to follow her own
heart?

‘It's easy to see why this book is a classic! | think it's totally
deserving of that status. ;)"

A thriller about a professional assassin who is contracted by the
OAS, a French dissident paramilitary organisation, to kill Charles
De Gaulle, the President of France. On a false passport the killer
is also sought by Special Branch who have their own theories
about who he really is.

“Make sure you start reading this when you have nothing else to
do because once you've started reading you won't stopl”

In Ruby Winters' world, colour opens some doors and slams
others shut. Her opulent Johannesburg neighbourhood is a far
cry from the streets of Soweto where anger and hatred simmer
under the surface. Ruby can't resist the blue-eyed Afrikaans
boy who brings her the exciting rush of first love, but whose
presence brings hushed whispers and disapproving glances.

“a total love story, full of compassion and shows you the world
of racism. | can't say a bad word against it




William Golding
Lord of the

A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only
survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on the beach and
wait to be rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic
birds and dark blue seas, but at night their dreams are haunted
by the image of a terrifying beast.

“Reading this story is similar to looking at one of those optical
illusion drawings, depending on how you look at it, you see
something different.”

For many people watching foothall is mere entertainment, to
some it's more like a ritual; but to others, it provide a narrative to
life itself. For the author football is one of the constants in a life
where the meaningful things - like growing up, leaving home and
forming relationships, both parental and romantic - have rarely
been as simple or as uncomplicated as his love for Arsenal.

“‘I've never read a book where there are no chapters — just
match reports!”

Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the ideal
society. Through clever use of genetic engineering, brainwashing
and recreational drugs all its members are happy consumers.
Bernard seems alone harbouring an ill-defined longing to break
free. A visit to one of the few remaining Savage Reservations where
the old, imperfect life still goes on may be the cure for his distress...

“A view of the future that appears to be our present — | can't stop
thinking about itl"

George Smiley is responsible for finding a Soviet mole in the
hierarchy of British Intelligence who has done damage for decades.
George an unlikely hero - ponderous, old, shy, retiring, but
possessed of enormous compassion and iron will. This story is
about betrayal - the betrayal of the mole against the British state,
the betrayal of the agents run by the mole.

“If you want to read an authentic Cold War spy story which is also a
classic, then this is for you.”
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Life of Pi

Small town America in the 1930's and a black man called Tom
Robinson is accused of raping a white woman. Narrated by Scout,
the 8 year old daughter of lawyer Atticus Finch, who is defending
Tom, the story is not only about racial prejudice but also about
family life and values. It presents both a child's world in adult terms,
and an adult world from a child's point of view.

“You won't ever regret reading this book, it's great.”

After a colourful and loving upbringing in India Piscine Pate sets off
for a fresh start in Canada. His voyage is rudely interrupted and he
is forced to rough it in a lifeboat with a hyena, a monkey, a
whingeing zebra and a tiger called Richard. That would be bad
enough, but from here on things get weird - the animals start
slaughtering each other, until Richard the tiger and Pi are left alone
to wander the wastes of ocean and to ponder their fate.

‘Everyone in the world should read this book”

PATRICK MESS

BYLVIA PLATH

Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. You can hear
everything they think and they can hear everything you think.
Imagine you don't fit in with their plans... Todd Hewitt is just one
month away from the birthday that will make him a man. But his
town has been keeping secrets from him. Secrets that are going to
force him to run...

“An unflinching novel about the impossible choices of growing up”

A semi-autobiographical story about Esther Greenwood who is at
college and is fighting two battles, one against her own desire for
perfection in all things - grades, boyfriend, looks, career - and the
other against remorseless mental illness. As her depression
deepens she finds herself encased in it, bell-jarred away from the
rest of the world.

‘I had never thought of my life as being like a fig tree before...”




bali rai
the whisper

Edgar Allan Poe is one the world's great storytellers. These tales of
the fantastic and the macabre are a thrilling and chilling read and
include some of Poe's most terrifying, grotesque and haunting
short stories.

‘| didn't know what the word macabre meant until | read this book”

Things have calmed down for the Crew...But things are about to
kick-off all over again. The police have launched Operation Clean-
up and someone is grassing them up as Nanny and the Crew are
getting blamed. Billy is mugged, Ellie is picked on in school and
Billy's house is targeted. The Crew need to find out who's pointing
the finger before things get really serious.

“tough and uncompromising”

The mini cab office - that's where | first met Violet Park, what was
left of herl Lucas Swain becomes intrigued by the urn of ashes left
in a cab office. Convinced that its occupant — Violet Park — is
communicating with him, he contrives to gain possession of the urn,
little realising that his quest will take him on a voyage of self-
discovery and identity, forcing him to finally confront what happened
to his absent (and possibly dead) father...

‘| didn't expect Violet Park to be dead right from the beginning!”

The war is over, independence has been won in Zimbabwe. Robert
Mugabe has come to power offering hope, land and freedom to
Africans. It's the end of the Old Way and the start of a new era. For
Robert Jacklin, it's all new: new continent, new country, and new
school - very quickly he learns that for some of his classmates, the
sound of guns is still loud and the battles rage on . . . white boys who
want their old country back, not this new African government. Boys
like lvan.
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Cne cold moming in 1945 a man takes his 10-year-old son Daniel to
the 'cemetery of lost books', a labyrinthine library of obscure and
forgotten titles in the heart of the old city of Barcelona. Daniel can one
book from the shelves But as he grows up, several people seem
inordinately interested in his book including a figure who reminds him
of a character from the book, a character who turns out to be the devil.

A page-turning exploration of obsession in literature and love, and the
places that obsession can lead.”

One of the most widely read novels from Nigeria, this story relates the
cultural collision that occurs when colonists from England arrive among
the Ibos of Nigeria, bringing along their European ways of life and
religion. Okonkwo, a wrestler, tries to show his own people how their
own society will fall apart if they exchange their own culture for that of
the English.

“Simple but very powerful "




