Suggested Yr7 Reading List:

The books in this list have all been enjoyed by many students — read the synopses and
the comments to decide which ones you would like to read:

Joan Alken’s "The Walves of Willoughby Chase”
is set in an alternative 19™ century England
during the reign of James Ill and tells the
adventures of cousins Bonnie, Sylvia and their
friend Simon as they seek to thwart the evil
schemes of their teacher Miss Slighcarp.

"4 tale of double-dyed villainy, with right
triumphant in the end.”

One of the onginal “coming of age” novels
written in by Louisa M Alcott 1665/9 “Little
Women” follows the lives, loves and tnbulations
of four sisters growing up during the American
Civil War and is one of the best loved books of
all time.

‘I loved this book even though it made me cryl”

David Almond’s Skellig is about Michael and
the mysterious being he finds in the garage of
his new house. Together with Mina from across
the road they help the creature get stronger
and in turn Michael learns to deal with a new
school and problems at home.

'| think this is a powerful and moving book
because you feel like you are right there’




MNina Bawden's Carme’s War is about two
evacuees during the Second World War.

“Mick was frnghtened of ogres and spiders and
crabs and cold water and the dentist and dark
nights, but he wasn't afraid of Mr Evans, even
after that first dreadful night, because Mr Evans
had false teeth that clicked when he talked.”

Cameron Kelsey has only a few months to live,
and is no longer able to play sport, swim or live
a normal life in any way. With no suitable
human heart donor available, he agrees to try
the revolutionary new process and is given a
new heart, from a pig.

“A bizarre yet strangely realistic book”™

blackman

Mary Lennox was horrid. Selfish and spoilt,
she was sent to stay with her hunchback
uncle in Yorkshire. She hated it. But when she
finds the way into a secret garden and begins
to tend it, a change comes over her. The
Secret Garden is one of the best-loved stories
of all time.

“wonderful story that | could think myself into”

Isla loves being outside and finds an injured
bird — if she helps the swan fly again perhaps
her friend Harry, the only person who
understands her but who is in hospital, will get
better too.

“This book will harness wings to your
imagination and fly you through a wondrous
tale”




AMMNE FINE

Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim
get on board the London Eye. After half an
hour it landed and everyone trooped off -
but no Salim. Where could he have gone?
How on earth could he have disappeared
into thin air?

“an unputdownable spine-tingling thrller”

A spellbinding magical adventure this is
the story of Sapphire and her brother
Conor, and their discovery of INGO, a
powerful and exciting world under the sea.

“a totally believable parallel world, | wish |
could go there.”

The strangest adventure of Stuart's life is
finding his great-uncle’s lost workshop - a
place of trickery and magic. With clues to
follow and puzzles to solve, but the fun
ends up as danger and Stuart realizes that
he can't finish the task by himself . . .

“a fast-moving blend of comedy and
magic.”

When the annual school science fair
comes round, Mr Cartwright's class don't
get to work on the Soap Factory, the
Maggot Farm or the Exploding Custard
Tins. To their disgust they get the Flour
Babies - sweet little six-pound bags of
flour that must be cared for at all times.

“let chaos reign!l”




Two orphaned children are hiding among
the crumbling canals and misty alleyways
of Venice. Befriended by a gang of street
children and their mysterious leader, they
shelter in a disused cinema but threatening
the boys' new-found freedom is something
from a forgotten past.

‘| now want to see if Venice is really like
this!”

Shortly after moving into an old house
with other strange tenants, Coraline
discovers a big, carved, brown wooden
door in the comer of the drawing room.

"Sometimes funny, always creepy,
genuinely moving, this marvellous spine-
chiller will appeal to readers from nine to
ninety.”

When his archaeologist father goes
missing after an air crash in Mexico, Josh
suspects alien abduction. But after he
discovers his dad was murdered, Josh is
caught up in a race to find the |Ix Codex -
a lost book of the ancient Maya and a
prophecy about the end of the world...

“Amazing — a must for adventure fans”

STRATAGANLE Set in Talia, a parallel world like 16™ century
City of Masks Italy, Lucien, who in our world is very ill and
is given a marbled notebook fo use as a
diary. This is the unexpected means that
transports him to a dangerous new world;
one that thrills with intrigue and where a life
can be snuffed out with a flash of a blade.

“sad and exciting at the same timel”
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A young boy's journeys through Europe
after escaping from the camp. The sea, and
flowers, the taste of fruit, people laughing
and smiling, all are new to David. His polite
manner, his haunted eyes and his thin
features are also strange to other people.

‘makes you realise how thankful many of us
should be for the lives we lead.”

When a dwarf comes in and leaves a
package, Tim Diamond, the world's worst
private detective, is faced with his toughest
case yet. The office is ransacked and the
package is found to contain simply a box of
Maltesers. Who was the dwarf and why was
he murdered shortly after his visit?

“Wonderfull Full of allusions to, and
parodies of, detective films and stories.”

This classic science fiction novella by
British Poet Laureate Ted Hughes is also a
superb modern fairytale. Read how a man
made of scrap metal befriends a small boy
and helps to save mankind.

“a good mix of fantasy and real life
adventure”

Recently orphaned Maia has been sent
from England to South America to stay with
distant relatives. Her journey up the
Amazon with an eccentric and secretive
governess is a real adventure and opens
up a whole new world.

“‘Eva |bbotson is a fantastic writer.”




Orphaned twins Ovid and Lorelli are trying to
kill each other, but why? A delightfully twisted
and humorous gothic tale for fans of mayhem,
mishap and misadventure. |deal for both boys
and girls with a flair for the mischievous and
an appreciation of deadly whodunits.

‘It was full of laughs & nasty tncks”

This surreal story about a boy called Milo who
is transported to the Kingdom of Wisdom with
companions Rhyme and Reason, has been
enjoyed by many people who enjoy funny
stories which are full of puns

“If you have ever been bored — read this
book!”

This was the only book by this author to
escape Nazi censorship and is about a boy
{with a lot of money) who meets a mysterious
man on a train in Berlin.

“The perfect introduction to the world of
fictional crime detection”

This is the semi-autobicgraphical story of a
young Jewish girl, Anna who is forced to flee
her home in Germany in 1933 with her family to
escape the Nazis because her father, a
journalist, has been critical of Adolf Hitler.

JVHENHITLER A compassionate introduction to the whole
STOLEFINY subject of World War II”

RABBIT: i




The story of two young boys at the siege of
Acre during the Crusades. Muslim Salim is
working for a Jewish doctor and Adam is
English. We read about their families and
values, including how they meet and ultimately
help each other.

“One of the first books that made me question
right and wrong.”

The book that sets the scene for The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe with the creation of
Marnia by Aslan the Lion. Digory, the nephew of
a minor magician, and Polly get transported into
a different world by touching some rings.

“Pure enchantment.”

Annemarie lives in Copenhagen where being a
Jew has suddenly become dangerous — even
the colour of your hair is a matter of life and
death. But in such situations you need to know
who are your true friends.

“This is the best book that | have read fora
VERY long time. It made me cry A LOT®

. Rusty comes back from America where she has
) H.I,/ been staying with relatives and is immediately
/ [ : sent to a strict English Boarding School where
e she finds it difficult to make friends and is
_— extremely lonely and unhappy.

“A sad story but it just tells you that you can do
anything if you are determined and put your
mind to it.”




Beauty is a retelling of the fairy story Beauty
and the Beast where the author creates a
magical world in which curses abound and
you forget you already know the story! But
this retelling is full of so much more and even
the ending is different without being changed.

“Beauty is, very simply, a well-written retelling
of Beauty and the Beast”

Michael has been washed up on a deserted
island — well at least he thought it was
deserted — but as he struggles to survive he
realises that he is not alone and there is
someone watching him.

“The most emotional book | ever read in my
entire life”

Frightened that their baby sister Dineo will
die, Maledi and her brother Tiro run away to
Johannesburg to find their mother, who works
there as a maid. Their journey illustrates the
grim realities of apartheid — the pass laws,
racism, and the breakdown of family life

“This book Is a can't put down book™

The Borrowers are a family of tiny people
who live secretly in the walls and floors of an
English house and "borrow” from the big
people in order to survive.

“I loved this book | invented a game based on
its characters!”




Jess and Leslie are best friends even though
Jess doesn't like the fact that Leslie can run
faster than him. It is Leslie who invents
Terabithia, the secret country on an island
across the creek where they are invincible -
until tragedy strikes.

“How can one book be funny and sad at the
same time?"

This is the first book in the series Chronicles
of Ancient Darkness and takes place 6000
years ago during the New Stone Age, and
tells the story of twelve-year-old Torak, a boy
of the Wolf Clan.

‘I love fantasy books, but Wolf Brother had a
mix of reality in it as well®

Tom is staying with his uncle and aunt who
have a clock that strikes 13. When this
happens Tom goes back to the Victorian
Age, where he finds a garden that doesn't
exist and becomes friends with Hatty who is
the only person who can see him.

“Just about as good as a story book gets!”

This fantasy story is about the journey of a
tribe called the Munrungs, across a world
known as the Carpet. The Munrungs cross
the Carpet to find a new home after their
village is destroyed by the powerful and
mysterious natural force Fray.

“This book has a delicious range of
unforgettable characters”




Bailey arrives in a new neighbourhood with his
extraordinary family. He has no friends but
receives a mysterious invitation from Ziggy
Fuzz to join the Scribbleboy Fan Club but who
is the mythical artist? Surprises are in store for
Bailey.

“It i1s a wonderful adventure in colour, and the
descriptions of the "scribbles” are magical.”

Heidi goes to live with her grandfather in his
lonely hut high in the Alps and quickly learns to
love her new life. But her strict aunt decides to
send her to live in the town. Heidi cannot bear
being away from the mountains and is
determined to return to the happiness of life
with her grandfather.

‘Perfect (for girlsl)”

When adventurer Great-Uncle Matthew must
stop collecting fossils, he decides to collect
orphans instead, but after he disappears on an
expedition, his niece, Sylvia, is left a dwindling
bank account and three little girls to raise and
all three are destined for the stagel

“& must for children who dream of a life on the
stagel”

The Ninth Legion marched into the mists of
northern Britain - and they were never seen
again. Four thousand men disappeared and
their eagle standard was lost. It's a mystery
that's never been solved, until now . . .

‘A beautifully written and exciting tale of a
young man's mission to save the reputation of
his dead father
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Martha is twelve - and very different from other
kids, because of her parents. Strict members of
a religious group - the Brethren - their rules
dominate Martha's life. And one rule is the most
important of all: she must never ever invite
anyone home.

“Nightmarish, yet somehow disturbingly and
inexplicably comfortable!”

Mischievous Tom enjoys childish pranks and
pastimes with his friends, Huck Finn, the town
outcast and Joe Harper, his best friend.
However, at the town graveyard, Huck and Tom
witness a murder, carried out by local vagabond
Injun Joe. They vow never to tell a soul about
what they have seen but.

“Tom is one of the most loveable characters
ever.”

Lord Gort is a female black cat, growing up in
WWII England. She is quite happy in lazing in
and around the house of her owner, until the
young man disappears to fulfill his duties of war.
Reluctantly, she leaves the suddenly deserted
home and begins her search for her companion.

‘Robert Westall is an excellent story teller”

A haunting, magical fairy-tale collection by
Oscar Wilde with a Happy Prince who was not
so happy after all, a Selfish Giant who learned
to love little children and a Star Child who did
not love his parents as he should. Each of the
stories shines with poetry and magic and will
be enjoyed by children of every age.

‘Magical stories”




