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Year: 9 Term: 3b Topic: The Origins of the Cold War 

 

Aspects of Learning Key Expected Learning Outcomes for lessons and Key Performance Indicators for assessment Homework/Framed Work  

1) What were the origins 
of the Cold War? How 
did relations deteriorate 
in 1945? 4/6 

K&U: the political, social and economic differences between the USA and USSR that led to the Cold War.  
Analysis/evaluation: categorisation of causes, identification of significance. How did relations deteriorate in 1945 (Yalta and 
Potsdam Conferences)? Who was to blame for the differences that emerged?  
Extra challenge ELO: to what extent was the Cold War inevitable?  

FW: What were the main causes of the Cold 
War? Who was to blame for the differences 
that emerged?  
HW: To what extent was Roosevelt’s death a 
turning point in the origins of the Cold War? 

2) Who was to blame for 
the Cold War? How did 
the Berlin Blockade 
affect this relationship 
11/6 

K&U: what American and Soviet actions caused the alliance to break down? (Atomic bombs, Iron Curtain speech, Truman 
Doctrine, Marshall Aid). Detailed examination of the Berlin Blockade and courses of action. 
Analysis and evaluation: why did these actions cause difficulties and who was most responsible for the Cold War? Investigate 
competing interpretations of responsibility. Examination of causes and consequences of the Berlin Blockade.  
Extra challenge ELO – to what extent was the Cold War inevitable? Why did the Berlin Blockade not lead to WW3?  

FW: Students to write a history of these 
events adopting a polarised and unbiased 
stance.  
HW: Source investigation of the 
consequences of the Berlin Blockade.  

3) 18/6 What was the 
importance of the 
Korean War and 
Hungarian Uprising?  

K&U: The Korean War – background, origins, why did the US become involved, the course of the war and its importance. How 
did the USSR consolidate its hold on Eastern Europe (Warsaw Pact and Hungarian Uprising)? 
A&E: analysis and evaluation of the significance of the Korean War for the development of the Cold War. A&E of America’s 
handling of the Hungarian Uprising.  
Extra challenge ELO – to discern the legacy of the war for current US/Korean relations. How secure was the USSR’s control of 
Eastern Europe 1948-9?  

FW: What was the significance of the Korean 
War for the development of the Cold War? 
HW: To what extent was Eisenhower correct 
not to intervene in Hungary?  

4) 25/6 Preparation for 
exam.  

K&U: Revision of all topics since September 
A&E: Practise of GCSE style questions.  

FW: Practise of GCSE style questions 
HW: Revision for Year 9 exam. 

5) 2/7 Year 9 exam week Year 9 Exams – revision and assessment week. n/a 

6) 9/7 Feedback on exam 
and focus on Berlin.  

K&U: Feedback on exam. What caused the Berlin Wall to be built and what were its consequences?  
A&E: Evaluation of specific questions in the exam.  

FW: Improving on exam questions 
HW: Research on Prague Spring.  

7) 16/7  Prague Spring K&U: Examination of the Prague Spring 
A&E: Analysis and evaluation of rebellion in Czechoslovakia in relation to Hungarian Uprising.  
Extra challenge ELO: how similar were the two rebellions.  

FW: Comparative analysis of the uprisings.  
HW: What were the consequences of the 
Prague Spring for future Cold War relations.  

 

Development of literacy including key vocabulary Development (where appropriate) of numeracy 

Understanding and using key terminology relating to the Cold War period: Cold War, Grand Alliance, 
Iron Curtain, Truman Doctrine (containment).   
 
Comprehension exercises, synthesis of material, analysis of source reliability and utility, developing a 
methodical approach to answering source questions.  
 
   

Chronology (key dates), analysis of statistical information e.g. Marshall Aid investment, Berlin Airlift 
supplies, Korean war casualties.  

 

Development of Oasis Nine Habits 

Compassion, Consideration, Forgiveness 

 


