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Year: 9 Term: 2a Topic: The Inter-War Years, 1919-39 

 

Aspects of Learning Key Expected Learning Outcomes for lessons and Key Performance Indicators for assessment Homework/Framed Work  

1) How was Hitler to 
blame for WW2? 

Knowledge and understanding of how the economic situation impacted on Germany and caused political instability from which 
Hitler could profit. What was life like in Nazi Germany? Did Hitler plan for a second war? 
Analysis/evaluation. 
Extra challenge ELO: Was Hitler an opportunist or an intentionalist? 

Framed work: Source enquiry to determine 
whether Hitler planned for a second world 
war or whether it was the result of 
opportunism? 

2) Was appeasement a 
mistake? 

Knowledge and understanding of the arguments for and against appeasement and how Britain might have contributed to WW2? 
Analysis/evaluation: use source evidence to identify both sides of the argument and reach a reasoned judgement on this policy.  
Extra challenge ELO: How has appeasement influenced the behaviour of Britain since WW2? 

HWK: Extended writing investigating both 
sides of the argument before reaching a 
reasoned judgement on the policy of 
appeasement.  

3) Was the Treaty of 
Versailles to blame for 
WW2? 

Knowledge and understanding of the criticisms of the Treaty of Versailles and how it may have contributed to WW2. 
Analysis and evaluation: to use source evidence to examine the criticisms of the Treaty of Versailles and to judge whether or not 
they are valid.   
Extra challenge ELO: To what extent did the terms of the Treaty of Versailles mean that WW2 was inevitable? 

Framed work: Source enquiry to determine 
whether criticisms of the Treaty of Versailles 
were justified and to determine Hitler’s aims.  

4) Was the USSR to blame 
for WW2?  

Knowledge and understanding of the Nazi-Soviet Pact and how it may have contributed to WW2.  
Analysis and evaluation: to examine source evidence to determine the different interpretations about the Nazi-Soviet Pact.  
Extra challenge ELO: In what ways can the Soviets’ actions be justified?  Was Russia behaving any differently to the UK?  

HWK: To write a newspaper article about the 
Nazi-Soviet Pact from the perspective of a 
British or Soviet journalist.  

5) Was the USA to blame 
for WW2?  

Knowledge and understanding of American isolationism and how it may have contributed to WW2. 
Analysis and evaluation: investigate whether or not American isolationism mattered by examining American and other sources.  
Extra challenge ELO: How does current American foreign policy differ to that of the 1930s and why?  

Framed work: Writ an argument stating that 
the USA or USSR were more to blame than 
each other for the outbreak of war.  

6) Was the League of 
Nations to blame for 
WW2?  

Knowledge and understanding of how the actions of the League of Nations may have contributed to WW2.  
Analysis and evaluation: write two newspaper articles from a British and German perspective about the failure of the League in 
Abyssinia.  
Extra challenge ELO: Explain how important for future events in Europe the failure of the League was.  

HWK: Revise for post-test.  

7) Post-Test on the Inter-
War years 1919-39. 

Post-test to assess knowledge and understanding, analysis and evaluation and communication related to the above topics.  Mark Post-Test.  

 

Development of literacy including key vocabulary Development (where appropriate) of numeracy 

Understanding and using key terminology relating to the inter-war period: democracy, dictatorship, 
fascism, communism, hyperinflation, Nazism, anti-Semitism, intentionalism, opportunism, lebensraum, 
rearmament, Anschluss, Sudetenland, appeasement, Nazi-Soviet Pact, collusion, isolationism, League 
of Nations. Using description to understand an array of perspectives throughout time.  Expanding 
student vocabulary through reading and comprehension practices.  Understanding capitalisation for 
proper nouns and explaining using full sentences and connectives. 

Chronology (key dates), analysis of statistical information e.g. hyperinflation, unemployment, 
rearmament,  

 

Resources to support teaching and learning 

Classroom resources and BBC Bitesize. 

 


