
YEAR 11 OCL History Curriculum Overview 

Intent:  
Our intent is that pupils will be encouraged to explore a knowledge rich curriculum embedded with sources and 

interpretations. This will help them become analytical thinkers who have the confidence to question the world around them. 
Where possible, local History will help them understand their local community. Their history vocabulary will be rich, allowing 

them to make sense of what they hear, read and encounter in the world. As a result, they can stand in any circle with 
confidence. 

Sequencing: 
We have ensured that the core skill of writing IDEA paragraphs (Identify, Describe, Explain, Assess) is embedded throughout 
the year, as this is the most important skill for A level History and beyond. We have weaved the interpretation and source 
skills throughout the year so that we return to the skills regularly in preparation for students GCSE examinations. We are 

revising the content that has been taught in previous years to ensure the knowledge and skills are well embedded. 

Assessments: 
At the end of every term there is a formal assessment with three sections. Section A; multiple choice questions to assess 

knowledge. Section B; source and interpretations questions. Section C; essay style question. These assessments are 
interleaved and are exam questions from Edexcel GCSE papers.  

Term Enquiry questions/content Skills students need to master: Framed 
tasks 

Autumn 
1 

Elizabethan Life  
Content: 
Elizabethan society in the Age of 
exploration 

• Culture 
• Poverty 
• Drake and Raleigh 

Crime and Policing in Whitechapel 1870-
1900 
Content: 

• Jack the Ripper Murders 
• The subsequent police 

investigation and how it failed 

EOY exam:  

• IDEA practice 

• Cross-paper exam skills preparation 

• IDEA practice 

• Source investigation 

• Looking at interpretations 
 

 
 

Lesson 16  
 
 
EOY exam 

Autumn 
2 

Crime and Punishment 1000-present 
Content: 

• Overview of the time period 
Middle ages, Early Modern 
period, Industrial period, 
Modern period 

• IDEA practice 

• Understanding of broad historical factors across the 
time period. 

• Effectively judging change and continuity in crime 
and punishment 

 

Lesson _  
 
 
Assessment 

Spring 1 Weimar Germany 
Content: 
- The creation and ultimate failure of 

the Post WW1 Weimar Republic 
- The emergence of the Nazi party, 

and the rise of Hitler as its leader 

• Practicing IDEA paragraph writing structure  

• Using Sources to develop inference skills in 
preparation for GCSE exams 

• Analysing interpretations of history, and unpicking 
the meaning and context that shaped them.  

Lesson _  
 
 
Assessment 

Spring 2 Revision and consolidation 
Content: 
- Recapping key information and 

exam technique from GCSE 
specification 

 

• IDEA practice 

• Question format practice 

• Testing recall through quizzes and closed 
assessments. 

• Revision tips 
 

Lesson _  
 
 
Assessment 

 


