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Year 8 

Our French Curriculum: 
The Arena MFL curriculum believes that a strong foundation for knowledge is essential for language learning. Our 
curriculum focuses on students mastering and retaining key structures and vocabulary over time so that they 
become confident and spontaneous communicators in another language. We want our students to develop in the 
following key areas: 
 
Character: 
We want our students to become confident communicators, who are able to use language flexibly in real-life 
contexts. Through learning another language our students will be encouraged to have a curiosity and understanding 
of other cultures. Through exploration of another language they will also learn more about themselves and the 
world beyond their classrooms. Their language skills should help to inspire a love of language learning and give them 
the confidence to communicate with speakers of these languages here and abroad. Our curriculum is an inclusive 
curriculum, where all students are able to achieve, and all are enabled to develop their skills and ability to speak the 
language spontaneously. 
 
Competence: 
Students should be able to speak and write with increasing complexity, spontaneity and fluency as they progress in 
their learning. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are introduced sequentially and interleaved  for effective 
retrieval practice. We also use language beyond the curriculum and expose students regularly to authentic texts, 
culture and student-led discussion, enabling them to deepen their understanding of the French and Spanish-
speaking world. 
 
Community: 
We want our students to gain an understanding of their local, national and global communities through MFL, by 
helping them to explore different cultures and communities across the world where the languages are spoken. Our 
curriculum allows our students to appreciate cultural diversity and discuss complex issues with sensitivity, such as 
through engaging with social issues. Our goal is that through study, students will gain a sense of global 
responsibility, respect and tolerance for other cultures. 

 

Sequencing: 
We have ensured that the core MFL skill of ARENA (Analyse, Represent, Explain, Nurture, Assess) is embedded 

throughout the year, as this is the way to improve our language skills (Writing, Reading, Listening and Speaking). 
As a knowledge engaged curriculum, we believe that knowledge underpins and enables the application of skills; 

both are entwined. As a department we define the powerful knowledge our students need and help them recall it 
by having a carefully planned progression through our curriculum with content and skills clearly defined in our 

schemes of work which revisit and build on existing knowledge.  We are very clear from the outset that we teach 
grammatical structures, syntax and vocabulary; using the correct terminology and making explicit links to English 

grammatical structures and vocabulary. 

Assessments: 
In the middle and at the end of every half term there is an exam style post learning assignment, assessing students’ 
learning against the 4 main skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing), covering 2 skills at the time (those skills 
will change on a regular basis). These assessments are interleaved and are exam questions from AQA GCSE papers. 
Students will be then given a coded feedback (WWW / EBI) to ensure they understand what they master and what 
they need to improve; they will then self-reflect on their work, focusing on their own targets in order to allow them 

improving better. 

Term Enquiry questions/content Skills they will learn: Framed Task 

Autumn 
1 

Am I able to speak, read, write 
and listen about where I live? 
- Homes, locations. 

- Speak about my house. 
- Rooms in a house. 
- Conjugating the verb “to live”. 
- Use of prepositions. 

Framed writing task 
Translation 
En>Fr, Fr>En 
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- What is inside the house / 
rooms. 

- My ideal home. 
- Learning about life in 

Madagascar 

- Use of adjectives. 
- Describing our ideal house. 
- All skills focused on the country 

Madagascar. 

Speaking role play 
Reading Assessment 
 

Autumn 
2 

 Am I able to speak, read, write 
and listen about Free Time? 
- Free time activities. 
- Sports  

- Free time activities. 
- ER, IR, RE 
- Use of “Jouer” VS “Faire”.. 
- Negatives 
- Opinions and Justifications 
- Future tense (Aller + Infinitive) 
-  

Framed writing task 
(grammar based) 
 
 
Listening/ Writing 
Assessment 

Spring 1 Am I able to speak, read, write 
and listen about My clothes and 
My look? 
- Clothes & colours  
- Special Occasions 

 

- Direct Object Pronouns 
- Adjectival Agreement 
- Perfect tense: auxiliary verb + past 

participle. 
- Future tense consolidation 
 

Image based description 
task 
 
Speaking Photo cards, 
Reading 

Spring 2 Am I able to speak, read, write 
and listen At the market? 
- Food 
- Numbers 
- At the market: cost + numbers. 
- Birthday at the restaurant 
- Ordering at the restaurant 
- Recipes 

 

- . 
- Use of ‘du’, ‘de la’, ‘des’, ‘de l’. 
- New verbs: manger, boire, prendre 
- Justifications 
- Revision: near future 
- Numbers 
- Conditional tense used at the 

restaurant: “to eat”, “to drink” & “to 
take”. 

- Organising a meal using modal verbs: 
“can” & “must”. 

- Imperative 
 

Framed Writing Task 
(Restaurant Menu + 
inclusion of grammar) 
 
Listening / Writing 
Assessment 

Summer 
1 

Am I able to speak, read, write 
and listen about a studied 
movie? 
- Film genres. 
- Introducing characters 

(physical and personality). 
- Jobs. 

 

- Presenting the movie “Le petit 
Nicolas”. 

- Describing the main characters. 
- Describing the personality of the main 

characters. 
- Talking about jobs. 
- Describing our ideal little brother. 
- Making film predictions. 
- Describing a movie using the perfect 

tense. 
- Applying near future and perfect 

tenses to a movie. 
- Watching the end of the movie and 

giving opinions. 
 

Framed Writing Task  
Descriptions of Film 
Characters (Choice of 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking / Reading 
Assessment 

Summer 
2 

Am I able to speak, read, write 
and listen about celebrity’s life 
(revisions)? 
- Clothes. 
- Time phrases 

- Time phrases 
- Adjectival Agreement 
- Consolidation of tenses 

 
 

End of Year Assessment of 
Listening, Reading, Writing 
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- Descriptions on physical 
appearance and personality 

- Free time. 
- Daily routine. 

 


