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Our French Curriculum: 
The Arena MFL curriculum believes that a strong foundation for knowledge is essential for language learning. Our curriculum 
focuses on students mastering and retaining key structures and vocabulary over time so that they become confident and 
spontaneous communicators in another language. We want our students to develop in the following key areas: 
 
Character: 
We want our students to become confident communicators, who are able to use language flexibly in real-life contexts. 
Through learning another language our students will be encouraged to have a curiosity and understanding of other cultures. 
Through exploration of another language they will also learn more about themselves and the world beyond their classrooms. 
Their language skills should help to inspire a love of language learning and give them the confidence to communicate with 
speakers of these languages here and abroad. Our curriculum is an inclusive curriculum, where all students are able to 
achieve, and all are enabled to develop their skills and ability to speak the language spontaneously. 
 
Competence: 
Students should be able to speak and write with increasing complexity, spontaneity and fluency as they progress in their 
learning. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are introduced sequentially and interleaved  for effective retrieval practice. 
We also use language beyond the curriculum and expose students regularly to authentic texts, culture and student-led 
discussion, enabling them to deepen their understanding of the French and Spanish-speaking world. 
 
Community: 
We want our students to gain an understanding of their local, national and global communities through MFL, by helping 
them to explore different cultures and communities across the world where the languages are spoken. Our curriculum allows 
our students to appreciate cultural diversity and discuss complex issues with sensitivity, such as through engaging with social 
issues. Our goal is that through study, students will gain a sense of global responsibility, respect and tolerance for other 
cultures. 
 

Sequencing: 
We have ensured that the core skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing are embedded throughout the year and the 5 

years at OAA, as these 4 skills are equally critical when learning a language. We interleave topics throughout the year and 
there is a repeated focus on grammar, building from Year 7, all the way through to Year 11 in order that students are 

comfortable communicating in a variety of tenses. There is a clear sequencing of topics/vocabulary taught throughout the 
years, with the vocabulary naturally becoming more and more complex as the years unfold. 

Assessments: 
At the end of every half term there is a formal assessment comprising of 2 skills. These assessments are interleaved 

(speaking, listening, reading and writing). Assessments are based on exam questions from AQA GCSE papers.  
 

Term Content Skills students need to master: Framed task 

Autumn 
1 

In Class 
>Ca Va 
>Les regles 
>Nouns and Adjectives 
 

-Infinitives  
-Asking questions  
- Nouns and Adjectives 
-Correctly conjugating ‘avoir’ and ‘etre’ 

Translation into English (Fr>En HPA) 
 
Reading/speaking 
assessment 

Autumn 
2 

Free Time 
>Sports and activities 
> Weekend plans 
  

-Conjugating ER verbs 
-Negatives 
-Opinions and justifications 
-Near future tense  

En>Fr. Fr>En, (4 each), Exam style 
reading question 
 
Listening/writing assessment 

Spring 1 My Family, Friends and I 
>Nationalities 
>Descriptions  
>Age 
 
 

-Numbers  
-Consolidating ‘avoir’ and ‘etre’  
-Adjectival agreement 
-Using superlatives   

Produce an ID card of family 
member/celebrity (focus on avoir and 
etre, adjectives (HPA superlatives) ) 
 
speaking/reading assessment 

Spring 2 My School and Studies 
>Subjects 
>Favourite teachers 
>School day 
>Timetables 

-Telling the time 
- Consolidating ER verbs 
- Comparatives 
 

Reading task with timetable and 
questions (use past paper and adapt) 
 
Listening/writing assessment 
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Summer 
1 

My Holidays 
>Le monde francophone 
>Transport 
>Holiday activities 
>The environment 
 

-Future tense 
-past tense with ER verbs 
-Conditional tense  
- Future plans 
 

Framed writing task on an ideal 
holiday (using a variety of tenses) 
 
Speaking/reading Assessment  

Summer 
2 

Une vie de Chat / End of Year 
revision (TBD with GSH) 
 

-Tenses (Past, near future, present) 
-Opinions and Justifications 
-Adjectival Agreement 
 

EoY exam Listening/Writing/Reading. 
Framed speaking task on Une Vie de 
Chat 
 

 


