
Summer 1:
Poetry

Content:
• Lives of Blake and Tennyson

Skills:
• How to analyse a poet’s use 

of metaphor in terms of 
their choice of vehicle and 
the ground it shares with 
the tenor

• How to create own 
metaphors using apt 
vehicles to describe the 
tenor 

• How to approach and write 
about an unseen text

Spring 2:
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Content:
• Life in ancient Athens
• Shakespeare’s life

Skills:
• How to identify relevant 

contextual information and 
different attitudes

• How to use evidence to 
support, illustrate or refute 
an argument in an 
analytical paragraph

• How to gather and record 
quotation

Spring 1:
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Content:
• Life in Elizabethan England
• Elizabethan relationships

Skills:
• How to conduct a close 

analysis of a passage
• How to distinguish 

between effects on 
characters and effects on 
audiences

• How to evaluate different 
sides to an argument

Autumn 2
Oliver Twist

Content:
• Life in Victorian London
• Victorian crime

Skills:
• How to conduct a close 

analysis of a 
passage/character

• How to gather and record 
quotations

• How to write an analytical 
paragraph

English
The English Language is a 

work in progress. Have 
fun with it!

Summer 2:
Danny Champion/ 

Daydreamer
Content:

• Greek influenve
Skills:

• How to analyse specific 
methods used by writers

• How to use a descriptive 
passage to inspire own 
creative writing

• How to emulate a writer’s 
style in own creative 
writing

Autumn 1:
Antient Tales

Content:
• Cultures across the world
• Antient tales – morality tales

Skills:
• How to tell a story clearly
• How to annotate a text for 

reading aloud
• How to summarise and retell 

a story in an interesting way
• How to bring a character life 

in the delivery of a story



Summer 1:
Animal Farm

Content:
• Orwell’s life and times; the 

Russian Revolution; 
corruption

Skills:
• How to identify relevant 

contextual information and 
different attitudes

• How to approach a closed 
book analysis by 
synthesising knowledge 
about a theme and its 
development throughout a 
text

Spring 2:
The Tempest

Content:
• The Elizabethan age of 

exploration; colonialism;  
Italian city-states; nature / 
nurture

Skills:
• How to analyse a character 

from a post-colonial 
perspective

• How to compose a balanced 
argument

• How to evaluate a character 
through the lens of a given 
debate

Spring 1:
The Tempest

Content:
• The Elizabethan age of 

exploration; colonialism;  
Italian city-states; nature / 
nurture

Skills:
• How to analyse a metaphor 

and what it reveals about a 
character

• How to analyse the ways 
that characters are used to 
embody historical concepts 
and issues

Autumn 2
Sherlock Holmes

Content:
• Class and society in Victorian 

England
Skills:

• How to identify relevant 
contextual information and 
different attitudes 

• How to analyse a metaphor 
and what it reveals about a 
character

• How to synthesise contrasting 
evidence to analyse the 
presentation of duality

English
The English Language is a 

work in progress. Have 
fun with it!

Summer 2:
Descriptive Writing

Content:
• Creative writing; extended 

metaphor; writing 
character; describing 
settings; 

Skills:
• Using Similes and 

Metaphors
• Using alliteration 
• Writing fluently, using 

paragraphs and adjectives 
effectively

Autumn 1:
Sherlock Holmes

Content:
• Scientific developments in the 

Victorian era
Skills:

• How to use discourse markers 
effectively across an essay and 
to link paragraphs

• How to summarise and retell a 
story in an interesting way

• How to explain an alternative 
attitude or perspective on an 
idea or character



Summer 1:
Poetry

Content:
• Tracing development of 

poetry from The Canterbury 
Tales, Paradise Lost to more 
modern and diverse writers 

Skills:
• How to comment on a 

writer’s vocabulary choices 
purposefully

• How to identify how the 
writer has structured that 
piece of writing

Spring 2:
Romeo and Juliet

Content:
• AC Bradley’s lectures on 

Shakespearean character
Skills:

• How to analyse perspectives 
of different characters and 
audiences

• How to evaluate a character’s 
development and transposing 
of roles

• How to structure and sustain a 
thesis throughout an essay

Spring 1:
Romeo and Juliet

Content:
• AC Bradley’s lectures on 

Shakespearean character
Skills:

• How to synthesise relevant 
prior contextual 
information

• How to summarise 
important critical theory 
relating to literary concepts

• How to analyse a text’s 
structure, in light of 
important critical theory

Autumn 2:
Jane Eyre
Content:

• Childhood; rural isolation; 
Christianity; Victorian 
sickness

Skills:
• How to analyse a character 

in terms of what they 
represent

• How to evaluate the 
writer’s presentation of a 
character in terms of their 
role and who/what they 
represent

English
The English Language is a 

work in progress. Have 
fun with it!

Summer 2:
Poetry

Content:
• Tracing development of 

poetry from The Canterbury 
Tales, Paradise Lost to more 
modern and diverse writers 

Skills:
• How to select and adapt 

tone, style and register for 
different audiences

• How to create a plan with 
type of writing, format, 
formality and reader in mind

Autumn 1:
Jane Eyre
Content:

• Victorian attitudes to 
children 

Skills:
• How to identify relevant 

contextual information and 
different attitudes

• How to compare 
contrasting perspectives, 
ideas and beliefs

• How to develop a thesis to 
support an essay



Summer 1:
An Inspector Calls

Content:
• Inequality in the Edwardian 

or ‘Golden Age’; the post-
war era; conservativism vs 
socialism; collective 
responsibility; 

Skills:
• How to identify and analyse 

writers’ methods, using 
subject terminology

• How to explore links 
between context/text/task

Spring 2:
A Christmas Carol

Content:
• Thomas Malthus; The New 

Poor Law 1834; the Industrial 
Revolution; prejudice in 
Victorian London

Skills:
• How to summarise unseen 

texts
• How to make inferences and 

compare information about 
unseen texts

• How to identify and compare 
writers’ perspectives

Spring 1:
A Christmas Carol

Content:
• Inequality in Victorian London; 

Victorian attitudes to poverty 
and the destitute

Skills:
• How to plan a conceptualised 

response to a task
• How to use precise references 

to support interpretation
• How to identify and analyse 

writers’ methods, using 
subject terminology

Autumn 2:
Macbeth
Content:

• Feudal medieval Scotland; 
thanes and kings; reasons 
for soliloquy and 
monologue; the 
supernatural

Skills:
• How to explore links 

between context/text/task
• How to vary sentence 

structures for effect
• How to use a wide range of 

punctuation accurately

English
The English Language is 

a work in progress. 
Have fun with it!

Summer 2:
Poetry

Content:
• Inequality in the Edwardian or 

‘Golden Age’; individualism; 
gender dynamics at the turn 
of the century; workers’ 
rights; Russian Revolution; the 
detective genre

Skills:
• How to use precise references 

to support interpretation
• How to gather and record 

quotations

Autumn 1:
Macbeth
Content:

• Inequality in gender and 
power dynamics in 
Jacobean society; the Great 
Chain of Being; the 
Gunpowder Plot 1605

Skills:
• How to plan a range of 

complex and compelling 
ideas

• How to use varied and 
inventive structural features



Summer 1:
Literature 2 - Poetry

Content:
• Lives of Blake and Tennyson

Skills:
• How to analyse a poet’s use 

of metaphor in terms of 
their choice of vehicle and 
the ground it shares with 
the tenor

• How to create own 
metaphors using apt 
vehicles to describe the 
tenor 

• How to approach and write 
about an unseen text

Spring 2:
Macbeth
Content:

• Inequality in gender and 
power dynamics in Jacobean 
society; the Great Chain of 

Being; Feudal medieval 
Scotland; thanes and kings; 

Skills:
• How to plan a range of 

complex and compelling ideas
• How to use varied and 

inventive structural features
• How to explore links between 

context/text/task

Spring 1:
A Christmas Carol/ 
An Inspector Calls

Content:
• Inequality in Victorian London; 

Inequality in the Edwardian 
age Skills:

• How to plan a conceptualised 
response to a task

• How to use precise references 
to support interpretation

• How to identify and analyse 
writers’ methods, using subject 
terminology

Autumn 2:
Power and Conflict Poetry

Content:
• Romanticism; enlightenment; 

the sublime; radical ideas; 
French Revolution; 
monarchy; post-colonialism; 
critique; rationalism; 
Industrialisation; capitalism

Skills:
• How to use precise 

references to support 
interpretation

• How to vary sentence 
structures for effect

English
The English Language is 

a work in progress. 
Have fun with it!

Summer 2:

GCSE EXAMINATIONS

Autumn 1:
Power and Conflict Poetry

Content:
• Romanticism; enlightenment; 

the sublime; radical ideas; 
French Revolution; monarchy; 
post-colonialism; critique; 
rationalism; Industrialisation; 
capitalism

Skills:
• How to plan a conceptualised 

response to a task
• How to gather and record 

quotations


