
 

   
 

Intent: 
"The best of what has been thought and said." 
 
Studying English Language and Literature at Oasis Academy Arena provides students with opportunities to gain knowledge of, and 
to engage with, the "best of what has been thought and said." We expertly plan our curriculum because we believe that great 
English teaching helps to shape the individual. To do this successfully, it needs rigour, precision and soul. Our curriculum focuses on 
robust vocabulary instruction, challenging texts and powerful questions. The curriculum is designed to inspire a sense of curiosity 
around the breadth of English literature and an appreciation that reading widely is essential to crafting your own written work. 
Ultimately, we want our students to recognise that studying the "best" literature and meticulously refining communication skills 
opens minds and leads people to become better human beings.  

 

Sequencing: 
The curriculum at KS3 is sequenced systematically and cumulatively, so that knowledge about the subject of English (Form); 
about the world (Context/Vocabulary); about periods of history (Context) and about culture and heritage (Form/Context) is 

constantly and unapologetically revisited and recapped upon in order for students to become domain experts. The sequence 
of the curriculum is predicated on the belief that skill, originality and creativity emerge from a deep knowledge of a subject’s 

fundamental foundations. Through this approach, students have an explicit understanding of how knowledge connects 
together, and which items of knowledge it is important to remember. As such, each year at KS3 is sequenced in the same 

way: A Victorian novel, followed by a Shakespearean play followed by the study of a range of a range of writers with 
different ‘voices’ making different ‘choices’. Alongside this, at least two lessons a week are dedicated to discrete grammar 

teaching and data gathering through grammar drills, whereby knowledge and deliberate practice are regularly interleaved to 
the point of mastery, thus improving the precision and accuracy of students’ writing. As students are taught knowledge of 

increasingly complexity throughout KS3, they are also taught the corresponding vocabulary and grammatical constructs they 
need to process and then articulate their knowledge. 

Assessments: 
Summative assessment is in the form of termly Assessing for Mastery tasks, whereby the consistency of task, conditions, 

support and curriculum allow for consistency of assessment across the department and across a national community, thus 
ensuring the accuracy of the age-related GCSE grades awarded. Three interim framed tasks are completed and formatively 
assessed each long term to prepare students for the format of their Assessing for Mastery task and identify misconceptions 

or potential areas for further challenge. MCQs and C4U questions are used in every lesson and students’ progress and 
misconceptions are captured in fortnightly Literary Heritage quizzes and 4-weekly Mastery Writing quizzes, facilitating a 

data-gathering-reteach-review process.  

Term Content and knowledge Skills students need to develop and practise: Framed task 

Autumn 
1 

Literary Heritage Transition Unit: Ancient Tales 
Context: Oral tradition; cultures across the 
world 
Form: Ancient tales; morality tales 
Vocabulary: enunciation; universal; moral; 
quest; outwit; ingenuity; rogue; comeuppance; 
tyrant; repentance 
Mastery Writing Transition Unit 

Not yet released 

>How to tell a story clearly 
>How to annotate a text for reading aloud 
>How to make dialogue more interesting 
when reading aloud 
>How to summarise and retell a story in an 
interesting way 
>How to bring a character life in the delivery 
of a story 
 

 

Autumn 
2 

Literary Heritage: Oliver Twist 

Context: Life in Victorian London; Victorian 

crime 

Form: the form of a novel; characterisation; 

morality; villains/victims 

Vocabulary: vulnerable; corrupt; naïve; orphan; 

moral 

Mastery Writing 1 / 2 

the subject; subject / verb agreement; the past 

simple tense  

 

>How to identify relevant contextual 
information and different attitudes 
>How to compose a topic sentence 
>How to conduct a close analysis of a 
passage/character 
>How to gather and record quotations 
>How to write an analytical paragraph 
>How to select and analyse relevant 
quotations 
>How to compose an introduction and 
conclusion 

 



 

   
 

 

Spring 1 
and 2 

Literary Heritage: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Context: Life in Elizabethan England; life in 

ancient Athens; Shakespeare’s life; Elizabethan 

family relationships 

Form: the form of a play; soliloquy; conflict; the 

four lovers; the plot device of the love potion 

Vocabulary: severe, conflict, unrequited love, to 

mock, chaos  

Mastery Writing 1 / 2 

pronoun ambiguity; prepositional phrases; run-

on sentences; punctuating speech  

>How to identify relevant contextual 
information and different attitudes 
>How to conduct a close analysis of a passage 
>How to gather and record quotation 
> How to use evidence to support, illustrate or 
refute an argument in an analytical paragraph 
>How to evaluate different sides to an 
argument 
>How to distinguish between effects on 
characters and effects on audiences 
>How to compose an introduction and 
conclusion that shapes an argument 

 

Summer 
1 

Literary Heritage: Poetry 

Context: Lives of Blake and Tennyson 

Form: Structure and use of metaphor; poetic 

forms; metaphor 

Vocabulary: literal language, metaphorical 

language, tenor, vehicle, ground   

 

Mastery Writing 1 / 2  

temporal clauses; paragraphing; avoiding 

fragments; extended narrative writing   

>How to analyse a poet’s use of metaphor in 
terms of their choice of vehicle and the 
ground it shares with the tenor 
>How to create own metaphors using apt 
vehicles to describe the tenor and explain the 
language choices made 
>How to apply this level of analysis to an 
analytical paragraph 
>How to approach an unseen text 
>How to write about unseen texts 

 

Summer 
2 

Literary Heritage: Danny 

Champion/Daydreamer 

Context: Greek influence; science of 

daydreaming 

Form: Prose; the modern novel; metaphor; 

literary influences  

Vocabulary: Transformation; metamorphosis; 

virtue; inherent; empathy’ plight 
 

Mastery Writing 1 / 2 

Consolidating knowledge taught in previous 

terms 

>How to analyse specific methods used by 
writers 
>How to use a descriptive passage to inspire 
own creative writing 
>How to compare presentation of a theme or 
idea in more than one text 
>How to trace the development of a character 
or idea in a text 
>How to analyse the use of metaphors to 
portray a character or idea 
>How to emulate a writer’s style in own 
creative writing 

 


