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Catch up premium report for 2017-2018 and strategy for this academic year 

Key information 
This report will outline and evaluate the impact of strategies supported by additional funding received from the 

Government. This is based on the requirements laid out by https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-academies-free-schools-

and-colleges-should-publish-online#year-7-literacy-and-numeracy-catch-up-premium and 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/year-7-literacy-and-numeracy-catch-up-premium-guide-for-schools.  

From the “guide for schools” (second link above): The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium gives state-funded 

schools, including special schools and alternative provision settings, additional funding to support year 7 pupils who did 

not achieve the expected standard in reading or maths at the end of key stage 2 (KS2).  

Date produced: 17/09/2018    Date of mid-year review: 31/01/2019 

Author and person responsible: Greg Shaw (Deputy Principal) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-academies-free-schools-and-colleges-should-publish-online#year-7-literacy-and-numeracy-catch-up-premium
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-academies-free-schools-and-colleges-should-publish-online#year-7-literacy-and-numeracy-catch-up-premium
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/year-7-literacy-and-numeracy-catch-up-premium-guide-for-schools
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Report for 2017-2018, including evaluation of the difference that each strategy made to pupils’ literacy and 

numeracy development. 
 

Total catch-up funding 
allocated for the academic 
year (recognising that funding is 

allocated on or around 1 March) 

£ 17,500 Total spent on numeracy 
catch up 

£6,500 Total spent on literacy 
catch up 

£ 11,000 

 

Executive Summary  

Summary objective  Evaluation 

Literacy 

At Oasis Academy Arena we work to remove barriers to learning for our 
catch-up students throughout the year. This programme involves guided 
writing, supported reading and spelling/phonics as appropriate and is 
delivered by teaching assistants in small groups. Pupils may follow a 
personalised programme that is designed around their individual needs 
based on diagnostic reading scheme that takes into account their current 
ability of reading and their progress. These interventions are put in place 
by the SEND team in liaison with the Head of English. 

Numeracy  

At Oasis Academy Arena there is a significant number of students with low 
attainment in Maths and weak numeracy skills. These students require 
additional interventions in order to close the gap between them and their 
peers. These interventions are put in place by the SEND team in liaison with 
the Head of Mathematics 
 

 

 
In both literacy and numeracy students who were part of the catch-up 
funding made good progress. Our ‘nurture group’ (created to support our 
weakest students) worked well, allowing students to catch up rapidly from 
KS2 to KS3.   
 
In literacy, students’ performance in assessments improved as a result of 
small focused writing group work, SLC sessions and the Lexia programme, 
which demonstrated an average of 7.5 months progress on top of the 9 
months expected progress. 
 
In Maths, students had access to interventions and worked in small groups 
using KS2 My Maths and a Catch-Up group was set up in Maths, which 
enabled the teacher to structure work more effectively and as a result the 
overwhelming majority of students made at least expected progress in 
Maths. 
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Line by line  

Numeracy Evaluation  

Aim Strategy Cost Evaluation/Impact Maintaining strategy 
into next year? 

Improve the performance in 
Maths half termly 
assessments 

Maths Mastery catch-up  £1,000 Performance in assessments 
improved every half term as 
students’ understanding of the 
requirements improved as did 
their understanding of key 
terminology. 

Yes – alongside the 
Maths Mastery 
programme, which is 
now in Yr7 and 8. 

Catch up on areas of KS2 
mathematics which need to 
be mastered in order to 
access KS3 maths. 

KS2 My Maths group work £1,000 Students who previously had 
large gaps in their knowledge, 
closed their gaps and as a 
result made strong progress in 
their end of year exams. 

Yes – impact allowed 
students to make 
progress. 

Improve understanding of 
mathematical concepts 
required to access KS3 
maths. 

KS3 catch-up group work £2,500 The majority of students who 
previously had gaps in their 
knowledge performed in line 
with other students during 
their end of year exams as a 
result of the catch-up group 
work. At the start of the year, 
these students were behind 
their peers. 

Impact was strong and 
we want to give students 
access to further high-
level material in lessons. 
The group will continue 
to exist for those who 
have not made enough 
progress from KS2. 

Improve performance of 
students achieving less than 
100 in Maths 

Creation of a nurture group 
to support our weakest 
students in the academy in 
Yr7. 

£2,000 In Maths over 85% of students 
in the nurture group caught up 
with their peers and 91% made 
expected progress as a result 
of the strong support on offer. 

No – we’ve hired more 
TAs and will support 
further in lessons, 
allowing students greater 
access to higher level 
material as well as the 
required KS2 material. 
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Literacy Evaluation 

Aim Strategy Cost Evaluation/Impact Maintaining strategy 
into next year? 

To improve the reading 
ability of our students 

Reading club £2,000 Average reading age beyond 
expected (9 months) was an 
additional 7.5 months. 

Yes – average reading 
age beyond expected (9 
months) was an 
additional 7.5 months. 

Open the academy library 
and encourage students to 
use this to borrow a good 
variety of suitable reading 
books 

Academy Library £2,000 Average reading age beyond 
expected (9 months) was an 
additional 7.5 months. 

Yes – average reading 
age beyond expected (9 
months) was an 
additional 7.5 months. 

To close the existing gaps in 
performance between Yr7 
catch up and their peers. 

SLC Sessions (Speech, 
Language and 
communication sessions). 

£1,000 Students were more confident 
speaking and writing when 
expressing their ideas and 
justifying their opinions. 

Yes – students were able 
to communicate much 
better in written and 
verbally. Students also 
made progress as a 
result. 

To improve the writing skills 
of our weakest students 
 

English Support Programme £1,500 Worked well with small 
groups, however introduction 
of English Mastery will have 
more impact. 

Yes – it had desired 
effect, however this year, 
we will continue to 
support students with 
handwriting support as a 
legacy group from last 
year’s catch up fund.  

To improve the reading 
ability of our students 

Lexia £2,500 Average reading age beyond 
expected (9 months) was an 
additional 7.5 months. 

Yes – average reading 
age beyond expected (9 
months) was an 
additional 7.5 months. 

Improve performance of 
students achieving less than 
100 in English 

Creation of a nurture group 
to support our weakest 
students in the academy in 
Yr7. 

£2,000 In English over 65% of students 
in the nurture group caught up 
with their peers and 80% made 
expected progress as a result 
of the strong support on offer. 

No – we’ve hired more 
TAs and will support 
further in lessons, 
allowing students greater 
access to higher level 
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material as well as the 
required KS2 material. 

 

Aims and strategies for this academic year 
 

Total catch-up funding 
allocated for the academic 
year (recognising that funding is 

allocated on or around 1 March) 

£ 17,000 Total to be spent on 
numeracy catch up 

£ 7,000 Total to be spent on 
literacy catch up 

£ 10,000 

 

Executive summary 

Objective 

In both literacy and numeracy students need to close the gaps and perform in line with students who achieved 100 in their KS2 assessment. Last year we 
found that small group work had the biggest impact on our ‘catch-up’ students. As a result we are investing more money in these sessions for our weakest 
students. Our Maths Mastery was so positive that we have invested in English Mastery in order to ensure our weakest students are given the support to 
catch up to their peers. The reading club including the introduction of the academy library and the use of Lexia has improved literacy levels among our 
weakest readers, as a result we have retained many of the literacy techniques and bought into DEAR time in order to further embed reading techniques for 
our weakest students. We feel very confident that the catch-up learning strategies will have a positive impact on the performance of our ‘catch-up’ students 
in both literacy and numeracy. 

 

Line by line 

Numeracy Strategies  

Aim Strategy Cost Intended impact Maintaining strategy 
from last year? 

Mid-year review  

Improve the 
performance in Maths 
half termly assessments 

Maths Mastery catch-
up  

£1,000 The majority of students’ 
grades improving on 
every assessment as their 
knowledge deepens 

Yes  

Catch up on areas of KS2 
mathematics which 
need to be mastered in 

KS2 My Maths group 
work 

£2,000 Students to be able to 
reach 100 on the KS2 test 
by the end of the year in  

Yes  
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order to access KS3 
maths. 

Improve understanding 
of mathematical 
concepts required to 
access KS3 maths. 

KS3 catch-up group 
work 

£4,000 100% of students 
reaching their minimum 
grade and at least 60% of 
students reading their 
aspirational grade by the 
end of the year. 

Yes  

 

Literacy strategies 

Aim Strategy Cost Intended impact Maintaining strategy 
from last year? 

Mid-year review 

Improve the writing 
ability  of our students, 
coupled with their 
ability to access 
knowledge will support 
them, ready for GCSE 
English. 

To support students we 
have invested in the 
ARK Mastery 
Programme for Year 7 
which has a Traditional 
and Foundation 
pathway to ensure 
students are supported 
to make progress, 
depending on their 
starting points. 

£4,000 The performance of 
students in assessments  
will improve for the 
majority of our weakest 
students in line with their 
peers. 

New Strategy  

To improve the reading 
age of our weakest 
students  

We have also invested 
in the Fresh Start 
Phonics programme 
that offers 3 x 1hr 
reading intervention 
sessions to specific 
students who are 
identified has having 
very low reading ages 

£2,000 To ensure that students 
improve their reading 
skills. 

New Strategy  
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as tested by NGRT and 
WRAT.  

We have arranged for 
students who have 
reading ages below 
their chronological age 
to work in small groups, 
or one-to-one if 
necessary to improve 
their skills. 
Interventions used for 
groups include, Read 
Write inc., Fresh Start, 
Literacy Box, Toe by 
Toe  and Inference 
Training, among others. 

To close the existing 
gaps in performance 
between Yr7 catch up 
and their peers. 

SLC Sessions (Speech, 
Language and 
communication 
sessions). 

£1,000 Students will be more 
confident speaking and 
writing when expressing 
their ideas and justifying 
their opinions. 

Yes – was successful 
last year. 

 

To improve the reading 
ability of our students 

Lexia £2,000 To ensure that students 
make better than 
expected progress in their 
NGRTs.  

Yes – was successful 
last year. 

 

To improve the reading 
ability of our students 

DEAR Time £1,000 To ensure that students 
make better than 
expected progress in their 
NGRTs.  

New Strategy  

 


